Fourth Sunday in Lent (Mid-Lent)

MARCH 22, 2020

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The following text of the service of worship contained in this program is taken from the Book of
Common Prayer 1979. The Book of Common Prayer is of authority in the worship of the
Episcopal Church. This program is provided for convenience of use on this occasion.
OUR VISION

"To be a Kingdom Building Church"

OUR MISSION

To Build God's Kingdom by being mission oriented, worshipfully
connected, and biblically driven.

OUR VALUES

We strive to worship and serve God with excellence, passion, grace and
commitment.

PRELUDE CHORALE 4 - JOHANN GOTTLOB WERNER
People stand as they are able.

The Welcome and Opening Acclamation
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN O for a thousand tongues to sing (Azmon) (H 493) (Vs 1, 2, 5, 6)

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People
His mercy endures forever.
Celebrant:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
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Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread
which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Word of God
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A Reading from the First book of Samuel.
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you
come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice.
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before
the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.”
11
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
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Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The people stand as they are able

PSALM: Psalm 23
1
The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3
He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
GLORIA PATRI
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Ephesus.
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Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The people stand as they are able

[Sing the first verse before the Gospel reading. We will sing verse 3 after the reading.]
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SEQUENCE HYMN My Shepherd will supply my need (Resignation) (H 664) (Vs 1 / 3)

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then
how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”
12
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
29
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”
37
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord,
I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those
1
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who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people sit

THE SERMON

The people stand as they are able.

THE NICENE CREED
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
7

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s)
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.

; for this

Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people. Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for
those in any need or trouble.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find
and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially

]. Pray for those who have died.

Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present. I ask
your prayers for
. I ask your thanksgiving for
.
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored [especially
whom we remember today]. Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O
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lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Deacon or Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

CONFESSION OF SIN
All say together

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
Bishop or Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Priest says

I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1
OFFERTORY Here I Am To Worship
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see,
beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You.
REFRAIN: Here I am to worship. Here I am to bow down. Here I am to say that You’re
my God. You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy, altogether wonderful to me.
BRIDGE: I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. (repeat)
words and music: Tim Hughes. © 2001 Thank You Music. CCLI # 2801902.

DOXOLOGY
# 380
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Celebrant and People

All things come from you, Oh Lord, *and from your own hand we have given to you.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Then facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his
grace we are able to triumph over evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who
died for us and rose again.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.
Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses
as we forgive those who tresspass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
A period of silence is kept

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread
A period of silence is kept
Then may be sung or said

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
HOLY COMMUNION
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Holy Communion is open to all who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who
discern in the Sacrament the Body and Blood of Christ. You may receive the bread alone or both "in kind."

POST COMMUNION HYMN HYMN Shine, Jesus, Shine
1. Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me
Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word
Lord, and let there be light
2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence
From the shadows into your radiance
By the blood I may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me
3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me
Word and Music: Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music/ASCAP (admin. by Music Services in the
Western Hemisphere) CCLI # 2801902
The people stand as they are able

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
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to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Bow down before the Lord.
The people kneel and the Celebrant says
Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the help of
your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECESSIONAL HYMN Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old
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DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE CONCERTINO - G. F. HANDEL
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PRAYERS
Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for:
Pray for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui The Most Revd Paul Kwong - Archbishop of Hong
Kong Sheng Kung Hui & Bishop of Hong Kong Island
Diocese of Dallas Cycle of Prayer we pray for:
Dallas--Transfiguration The Rev. Robert (Casey) Shobe, The Rev. Rebecca Tanklersley, The
Rev. Terry Roper, The Rev. Virginia (Ginny) Kivel
Denison--St. Luke's The Rev. Donald Perschall
All men and women serving in the military
Our missionaries at home and abroad
The concerns of our parish: Jessica, Alice, Dean & Nancy Bitner, Jennifer, Perry & Deanna
 Travel mercies for those who must travel.  For God's protection and grace over our first
responders and medical personnel.  For those ill and God's protection for all of us and our
nation as we self-quarantine and await the passing of the COVID-19 scourge.
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
915 Old Straus Road, Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
Phone: 972.291.4528
Homepage: www.goodshepherdcedarhill.com
Parish office e-mail: goodshepherdtx@sbcglobal.net
The Rt. Rev. George Sumner
Bishop, Diocese of Dallas
The Rt. Rev. Michael Smith
Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Dallas
The Rev. Marc Dobson, Rector
Ken Hollingsworth, Primary Organist, Chela Miller, Church Secretary/Administrator
Suzanne Peace, Treasurer
Vaughn Cunningham, Sr. Warden
Dean Stewart, Jr. Warden
Vestry:
Phil Head, Annell Buckner, Nancy Bitner, James Burgess
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