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First Sunday of Advent 

 

November 29, 2020 

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

The following text of the service of worship contained in this program is taken from the Book of Common 

Prayer 1979. The Book of Common Prayer is of authority in the worship of the Episcopal Church. This 

program is provided for convenience of use on this occasion. 

 

OUR VISION 

"To be a Kingdom Building Church" 

 

OUR MISSION 

To Build God's Kingdom by being mission oriented, worshipfully connected, and biblically 

driven.  

 

OUR VALUES 

We strive to worship and serve God with excellence, passion, grace and commitment.  

 

PRELUDE 

Prelude 1 

Awake, the voice calls us (BWV 645) J.S. Bach 

Prelude 2 

Sleepers Awake  arr. Robert Lau 

The people stand as they are able 

The Welcome and Opening Acclamation 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN (V 1,2,3) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

              Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People     His mercy endures for ever. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

OPENING PRAISE 

 

GLORIA S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) (S 280) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit 

The Word of God 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The people stand as they are able 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, * 

  how long will you be angered 

  despite the prayers of your people? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 17And so will we never turn away from you; * 

  give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen.  

The people sit 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Corinth. 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 

in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 

every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The people stand as they are able 

SEQUENCE HYMN (V 1/3) (BCP p. 357) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

[Jesus said,] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
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know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 

at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Keep awake.” 

  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people sit 

THE SERMON 

The people stand as they are able 

THE NICENE CREED 

All say together 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people kneel as they are able 

A period of silence is kept 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For [N. our Presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and for] all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
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Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and 

fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, 

but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Deacon or Celebrant 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

All say together 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Bishop or Priest 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

The Minister and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord 
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The Holy Communion 

The Priest says 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 

Psalm 96:8 

 

OFFERTORY 

When He Cometh (William O. Cushing/George F. Root) 

 

When He cometh, when He cometh to make up His jewels, 

all His jewels, precious jewels, His loved and His own. 

 

CHORUS 

Like the stars of the morning, His bright crown adorning, 

they shall shine in their beauty, bright gems for His crown. 

 

All His children, all His children, who love their Redeemer, 

are the jewels, precious jewels, His loved and His own. (CHORUS) 

 

DOXOLOGY 

 

Celebrant and People 

All things come from you, Oh Lord, *and from your own hand we have given to you. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant continues 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 

true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 

you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 

glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to 

every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

SANCTUS 

 

The people stand or kneel 

The Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 

You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 



12 

 

you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 

from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 

that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 

and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 

Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without 

sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 

sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, 

destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 

Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 

bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 

own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 

descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 

his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this 

cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 

these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 

life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 

sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 

Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

[Remember (NN. and) all who minister in your Church.] 

[Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. ] 

[Remember __________. ] 

[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you 

alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.] 
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And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with __________) and] all the saints who have found favor with 

you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 

Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

A period of silence is kept 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 

A period of silence may be kept 

Then may be sung or said 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
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Holy Communion is open to all who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who 

discern in the Sacrament the Body and Blood of Christ. You may receive the bread alone or both "in kind." 

POST COMMUNION HYMN (V 1,3,4) The King of glory comes (Promised One) (MHSO 

90) 

 

The people stand as they are able 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 
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in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 

sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 

with unending life. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pledge Cards 

TODAY, Sunday, November 29 is the deadline for turning in your 2021 pledges. Thank you for 

your continued faithfulness in supporting your church! 

 

Samaritan’s Purse Offering 

Please note that Sunday, December 13th, is the deadline for contributing to the Samaritan's 

Purse offering. Please mark your checks "Samaritan's Purse Christmas Offering" in the memo 

line. We will collect all donations and send in as one gift. Thank you for caring about those less 

fortunate than ourselves. 

 

Community Outreach 

Cedar Hill Senior Living 602 E Beltline are looking for sponsors for Angel Tree for their 

residents at the assisted living facility. If you’d like to participate, you can contact Janice 

Holmes, the Activity Director at (w) 972.291.5000 or (c) 903.422.6161. 

 

Remember you can send in your tithes and offerings through the link on the church web page 

www.goodshepherdcedarhill.com (scroll to the bottom to find it), or if you want to give by 

sending a check, please use the PO Box address to send those to the church. The PO Box address 

is on the back page of this bulletin. 

 

Prayer Posse With people becoming more active, the visits will be done by "opting in" going 

forward. So please contact Bill Stetson if you want a visit this month so he can schedule the 

routes. Call (972) 775-8545 or email wsstetson@sbcglobal.net with any questions or to sign up 

for the rotation. 
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Sunday:  

Live Service and on Facebook - 10:00 AM 

 

Thursday: (Not currently meeting) 

Zoom Social Hour - 7:00 PM 

To join, contact Vaughn Cunningham, vonjud44@live.com, for the meeting ID and password 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN (V 1,2,3,5) Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates (Truro) (H 436) 
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DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE 

From Heaven on High (BWV 701) J. S. Bach (V7054)  

 

PRAYERS 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 

Pray for the Lusitanian Church (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury) 

The Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral - Bishop of the Lusitanian Church 

 

Diocese of Dallas Cycle of Prayer we pray for: 

Anglicans for Life 

Counseling Centers  

 

All men and women serving in the military 

 

Our missionaries at home and abroad 

 

The concerns of our parish: Jennifer, Phyllis Jones, Nancy Park, Fr Marc's sister - Debbie, 

Perry Bitner and wife dealing with a house fire. 

COVID-19 concerns: Buck & Dean Mitchell, Ben & Lucille Luttrell, The Bane Family 

40 Days of Prayer: Connecting to our Community - The Harvest 
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Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
915 Old Straus Road, Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 

(for offerings and donations) P.O. Box 429, Cedar Hill, TX 75106 

Phone: 972.291.4528 

Homepage: www.goodshepherdcedarhill.com 

Parish office e-mail: goodshepherdtx@sbcglobal.net 

The Rt. Rev. George Sumner 

 

Bishop, Diocese of Dallas 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Smith 

 

Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Dallas 

The Rev. Marc Dobson, Rector 

Ken Hollingsworth, Primary Organist 

Chela Miller, Church Secretary/Administrator 

Suzanne Peace, Treasurer 

Vaugn Cunningham, Sr. Warden 

Stephanie Stetson, Jr. Warden 

Vestry: 

Melissa Stewart, Phil Head, Annell Buckner, Nancy Bitner 
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